CHRISTIAN LIVING
THE FEAR OF THE LORD
THE LORD TAKES PLEASURE IN THOSE WHO FEAR HIM. Ps.l47:11)
When I was a little boy, I learned to fear my natural father. When he spoke, I jumped to attention. When he told me to do something, I did it straight away, and gladly. I think the same was true of my two brothers and two sisters. This fear led to a very healthy respect for him.  All of this was quite extraordinary as I can never remember my father being able to walk, because about the time I was born he became almost totally paralysed. All he could do was lift his left arm to shoulder height. Incidentally, he was right-handed but his right arm lay useless by his side.
On top of this, he couldn't speak above a whisper, yet that man ran a business with fourteen or fifteen people in full employment, supported our family, and earned the respect of most of the people in our home town. It was through him that I began to learn what the fear of the Lord was all about, fear based on respect.
It’s the kind of fear that’s an essential part of love, and of every worthwhile human relationship. Mind you, when he was alive, I didn't know the Lord, and neither did he for that matter. It was much later that I found the Lord, or maybe I should say that he found me. Where my father is now is in the Lord's hands, but I know my 'God is merciful and not willing that any should perish but come to the knowledge of the truth.'(2Tim.2:3-4, 2Pet.4:9) As I said, my father didn't know the Lord, and yet, through him I came to learn one of the most important lessons anyone can learn.
My parents were religious people, obedient to what they believed to be God's way. They knew little of God's view of sin, only of their church’s.  They believed they would go to hell for what was called 'mortal sin'. They didn't know that the true God had said, "The soul that sins will die." (Ezek.18:4)  Neither did they understand their hopeless position before him.
They believed that Jesus Christ died on Calvary because of the sin of Adam and Eve, but had no concept of him dying for their own sins, or of God's offer of a free and complete pardon to them through faith in what Jesus finished on the cross. Taking hold of this offer and making it their own, through faith, was something they never heard of. They knew nothing of having to be born again to enter God's kingdom.
What they did believe is not important at this point, because there's only one thing that IS important. WHY DID THEY NEVER HEAR THE TRUTH? I believe the simple reason is that Christians just don't know the fear of the Lord. If they did, they would speak out the good news. There were people in our home town who must have known the truth, but they kept it to themselves.
It was over ten years after the death of my father, and about two years after the death of my mother, that I found the truth. The Lord Jesus came into my life and caused me to die with him, by faith, and to be reborn of the Spirit of God. Just about the first thing he did was to give me an insatiable hunger for his Word, the Bible. I couldn't put the book down, and quickly began to see the immense importance of the fear of the Lord. I found it mentioned so often in both the Old and the New Testaments.
What surprised me most of all was to find that this godly fear was attributed even to Jesus while he walked this earth. The Word says "he offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to him who was able to save him from death, and he was heard for his godly fear". (Heb.5:7)
Something else that greatly surprised me was the practice in the churches of either totally ignoring, or of speaking out against the subject, on the grounds of a single scripture, which says 'There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear'. (1Jh.4:18) But when we read the previous verse, which is, 'in this is love perfected with us, that we may have confidence for the Day of Judgment, because as he is, so are we in the world (1Jh.4:17), it is very clear that what is being spoken about is fear of judgment, not fear of the Lord. For the Christian, godly fear, or fear of the Lord, has nothing to do with judgment as such. If it had, then surely Jesus could not have known it.
In the Word of God, it is made very clear that the fear of the Lord is something to be sought after by God's people, not shunned, FOR THE LORD TAKES PLEASURE IN THOSE WHO FEAR HIM. (Ps.l47:11)
I assume that the Lord himself is your teacher (2cor.3:17), and that you already know the truth of the words of Jesus when he said, 'If a man's will is to do God's will he will know if a teaching is of God or of man'. (Jh.7:17) And again, 'You have no need to have any man teach you, for the anointing which lives in you teaches you about all things, and is true, and is no lie, just as it has taught you, abide in him'. (1Jh.2:27)
On this basis, I want to continue sharing what’s on my heart with you. By relying on the Lord completely, and using a concordance, you can easily trace the many scriptures I refer to here. Remembering again that the Lord takes pleasure in those who fear him, we also find in the Word that he saves, pities and loves them. Deliverance, riches, honor and life, safety, food, family blessings, protection, instruction and the friendship of the Lord are for those who fear him. It is the beginning of wisdom and knowledge. It produces obedience, repentance, confidence in the Lord, healing, victory and hatred of evil.
God hears those who fear him and rewards and looks to them. It is commanded by God. In it, holiness is perfected. Anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. He has caused their names to be recorded. Malachi the prophet says it beautifully, “WHEN THOSE WHO FEARED THE LORD SPOKE WITH ONE ANOTHER, THE LORD HEEDED AND HEARD THEM AND A BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE WAS WRITTEN BEFORE HIM OF THOSE WHO FEARED HIM AND THOUGHT ON HIS NAME. THEY WILL BE MINE, SAYS THE LORD OF HOSTS, MY SPECIAL POSSESSION ON THE DAY WHEN I ACT, AND I WILL SPARE THEM AS A MAN SPARES HIS SON WHO SERVES HIM. THEN ONCE MORE WILL YOU DISTINGUISH BETWEEN THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE WICKED, BETWEEN ONE WHO SERVES GOD AND ONE WHO DOES NOT”. (Mal.3:16-18.)
He goes on to say, “BUT FOR YOU WHO FEAR MY NAME, THE SUN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS SHALL RISE WITH HEALING IN ITS WINGS. YOU SHALL GO FORTH LIKE CALVES FROM THE STALL AND YOU SHALL TREAD DOWN THE WICKED, FOR THEY SHALL BE ASHES UNDER YOUR FEET, ON THE DAY WHEN I ACT, SAYS THE LORD OF HOSTS”. (Mal.4:2)
It seems to me that the Lord is talking about his return in judgment in these passages, and most Christians would appear to agree we may be very close to that event. Yet, in the verses just looked at, it isn't those who say they love him who are in a special position, but those who fear him. Strange isn't it? Now surely, if you haven't already learned the true fear of the Lord, it is high time you did. The Lord has guaranteed safety, and much more to those who have learned it.
But how do we acquire this holy fear? The Word says, “My son, if you receive my words and treasure up my commandments in your heart, making your ear attentive to wisdom, and inclining your heart to understanding. Yes, if you seek it like silver and search for it as for hidden treasure, then you will understand the fear of the Lord and find the knowledge of God.” (Pro.2:1-5)
For those who do not know the fear of the Lord, one can only feel sorry. Our God says, “Because they hated knowledge and did not CHOOSE the fear of the Lord, would have none of my counsel and despised my reproof, therefore, they shall eat the fruit of their ways and be sated with their own desires.” (Pro.1:29-31)
Roman 3:10-18 tells us that the depravity of man has come about as a result of him not keeping the fear of the Lord before his eyes. The truth of this can be clearly seen in the world today. Ever since the idea was put forward, not so long ago, that God was dead, the world has gone mad with every conceivable kind of sin. There is no brake on people any more, no power above themselves to which they have to answer.
The question I would like to put before us all is this, ARE WE GOING TO SIT AROUND AND KEEP THE GOOD NEWS OF WHAT GOD HAS DONE ALL TO OURSELVES? Or do we say, 'It's the job of pastors, ministers and teachers to tell people that.'  BUT IT IS OUR JOB ALSO, and if we KNOW the fear of the Lord, we are going to tell a fast-dying world that there IS HOPE, FOR ANYONE WHO WILL BELIEVE GOD, REPENT, AND ACCEPT HIS FREE OFFER OF SALVATION.
How many people are there, just like my parents, who will never know the truth if we continue to remain silent? Do we not yet KNOW the FEAR OF THE LORD enough to realise we will have to answer to him for our silence? (Ezek.3:18-21)
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